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The  Rural  District  of  Strood,  Kent 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1945 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Strood  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  health 
of  the  District  for  the  year  1945. 

The  population  shows  a  slight  increase,  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  at  the  middle  of  1945  being  16,500,  an  increase  of  310  over  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year. 

Housing  conditions  have  deteriorated  throughout  the  Rural  District, 
very  many  families  having  no  separate  home,  whilst  the  construction  of  new 
houses,  sufficient  to  meet  demands,  has  made  very  slow  progress.  It  is  hoped 
however,  that,  during  1946,  substantial  progress  will  be  made  towards  reliev¬ 
ing  the  housing  shortage. 

The  birth-rate  shows  a  decrease  of  1.9  per  1,000  from  1944;  the  figure 
for  1945  being  17.7  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  shows  a  decrease,  11.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  12.52  for  1944. 

Infant  mortality  has  shown  a  considerable  decline  during  the  year,  the 
Infant  Mortality  rate  for  1945  being  34.13  against  61.8  for  1944. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  throughout  the  year  has  been  good. 
There  have  been  no  unusual  circumstances  giving  rise  to  any  particular  form 
of  invalidity. 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  continued  paper  shortage  it  is  not  yet 
possible  to  have  a  comprehensive  report  printed  and  for  the  moment  I  must 
confine  my  report  to  a  more  or  less  statistical  review. 

It  will  be  observed  that  a  departure  has  been  made  from  the  previous 
mode  of  compilation  of  my  Annual  reports,  since  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  myself  have  decided  that  the  report  shall  cover  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  as  a  whole  and  not  be  subdivided  as  previously. 

I  would  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their  continued 
interest  and  support,  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  and  especially  to 
the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  support  and  devotion  to  duty. 

Yours  obediently, 

M.  F.  McDonnell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

September,  1946. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30144814 


STATISTICS 

AND 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  AREA 


p 


^  •  c 


)<■ 


c 


V 


VI 


11 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  District 

Estimated  resident  population  (1945) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945)  according 
to  Rate  Book 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ... 

Births  ... 

Birth  Rate 
Deaths 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  •••  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

Infantile  Death  Rate  ... 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  (7  principal  zy modes)  ... 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis 


Births 

The  number  of  births  recorded  during  the  year  was  293,  equal  to  a  rate 
of  17.7  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  a  decrease  of  1.9  on  the  figure 
for  1944.  Of  the  total  births,  143  were  males  and  150  females.  There  were 
26  illegitimate  births,  10  males  and  16  females. 


48,811  acres 
16.500 

5,207 

£117,523 

£489 

293 

17.7 
194 

11.7 

34.13  per  1,000  births 

.24 

.60 


Deaths 

The  total  deaths  registered  for  the  Rural  District  during  1945  numbered 
194.  This  figure  is  arrived  at  after  deducting  deaths  of  non-residents  who 
died  chiefly  in  camps  and  institutions  and  adding  those  of  residents  dying 
outside  the  district.  The  figure  for  1944  was  340. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  thus  11.7  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a 
decrease  of  .82  on  the  figure  for  1944. 

Maternal  Mortality — The  maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
was  3.41.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  1.22. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. — The  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  as  defined 
by  the  Registrar  General  are :  —  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Fever  (i.e.,  typhus,  enteric  fever  and  simple  continued 
fever),  and  diarrhoea.  Of  these  diseases,  enteric  fever  mortality  is,  perhaps 
the  best  test  of  sanitary  conditions,  caused  as  it  is  by  specific  contamination 
of  soil  and  water,  by  excreta;  whilst  diarrhoea  with  its  special  incidence  in 
young  children,  is  notably  associated  with  insanitary  surroundings. 

Four  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  being  due  to  zymotic 
disease,  giving  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  .24  per  1,000.  Four  deaths  of  infants 
under  2  years  of  age  constituted  the  total  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  during 
the  year. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate.— There  were  10  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
year  which  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  34.1  per  1,000  births.  This 
figure  is  27.7  less  than  the  figure  for  1944. 
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The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  foregoing  rates  for  England  and 
Wales :  — 


Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
living 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 
living 

Infant 

Mortality  rate 
per  1,000 
births 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea 
and  enteritis 
under  2  yrs. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16.1 

11.4 

46 

5.6 

Strood  Rural  District... 

17.7 

11.7 

34.13 

.24 

Actually  registered  in  the  Area. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  Births,  Deaths  and  cases  of  Infectious  Fever  in  each  Parish  : 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  STROOD  RURAL  DISTRICT, 

1944  and  1945. 


1945 

M.  F. 


1944 

M.  F. 


99  95  114  90 


ALL  CAUSES. 


1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6 

3 

8 

2 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

— 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio- 

encephalitis-lethargica 

— 

— 

1 

— 

12. 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  mouth  (M.)  uterus  (F.) 

2 

1 

1 

3 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

— 

5 

2 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

10 

9 

10 

1 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

1 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

12 

12 

9 

1 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

21 

29 

28 

20 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

4 

2 

5 

21. 

Bronchitis  ... 

4 

1 

5 

6 

22. 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

1 

4 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 

3 

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

2 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

1 

2 

4 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  ... 

2 

4 

6 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth  ... 

2 

— 

3 

5 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  etc. 

2 

1 

5 

2 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

3 

1 

3 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

4 

2 

4 

2 

36. 

All  other  causes 

11 

16 

13 

12 

15 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year :  — 


TOTAL  DEATHS 
Legitimate  . . . 
Illegitimate  ... 


Total  for 
1944 

7  3  21 

7  2 

1 


Live  Births :  — 


Total  for 
1944 


TOTAL  BIRTHS  ... 

...  143 

150 

340 

Legitimate  ... 

...  133 

134 

Illegitimate  ... 

10 

16 

Stillbirths :  — 


TOTAL  STILLBIRTHS  ...  4  7 

4 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  4  7 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  , — 

Resident  population  to  middle  of  1945  ... 


Total  for 
1944 
7 


16,500 


PREVALENCE  OF 

AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
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The  following  temporary  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception 
and  treatment  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases :  — 

Small  Pox  to  Dislingbury  Hospital  (Tel.  Maidstone  4321). 

Other  Diseases  to  Dartford  (Bow  Arrow)  Isolation  Hospital  (Tel. 
Dartford  3369). 

Table  showing  the  numbers  of  cases  and  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  since  1937  :  — 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

Cases 

Deaths 

1937 

13 

1  Nil 

9 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1938 

54 

1 

50 

2 

1 

Nil 

1939 

46 

Nil 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1940 

30 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1 

1 

1941 

23 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1942 

42 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  1 

1943 

40 

Nil 

6 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

1944 

47 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1945 

23 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

318 

1 

87 

5 

2 

Tuberculosis 


Statement  of  Particulars  appearing  in  the  Register  of  Notifications  of 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  for  the  Year  ended  31st  day  of  December,  1945. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

i - 

Pulmonary 
and  Non- 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

pulmonary 

total 

(a)  Number  of  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  on  the 
Register  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year 

28 

18 

46 

35 

34 

67 

113 

(b)  Number  of  cases 
notified  to  me  under 
the  Regulations  of 
1912  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year 

5 

II 

16 

3 

I 

4 

20 

(c)  Number  of  cases 
removed  from  the 
Register  during  the 
year . 

7 

8 

D 

8 

10 

18 

33 

(d)  Number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year . 

26 

21 

47 

28 

25 

53 

100 

20 


Occupation  of  persons  notified  as  suffering  from.  Tuberculosis  of  all 
forms  for  the  first  time  during  the  year :  — 


H.  M.  Forces 

Flousewife 

Infants 

Grocer 

Farmworkers 

Armament  workers  .. 

Labourer 

Scholar 

Occupations  unknown 


2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 
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Reasons  for  removal  of  already  notified  cases  from  the  Register  during 
le  year :  — 

Recovered  ...  ...  ...  15 

Removed  from  Rural  District  7 

Died  .  7 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  4 


Scarlet  Fever 

Number  of  cases  notified 
Number  of  deaths 
Case  fatality  per  cent.  ... 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  ... 
Percentage  of  cases  removed 


23 

Nil 

Nil 

14 

61% 


Diphtheria 

Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Case  fatality  per  cent.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  cases  removed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Percentage  of  cases  removed  ...  ...  ...  100% 

In  addition  three  cases  of  suspected  diphtheria  were  taken  to  hospital 
but  discharged  when  swabs  proved  negative. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

Diphtheria  is  essentially  a  disease  of  children  under  the  age  of  fifteen 
years.  It  is  generally  recognised  that  whenever  possible  diphtheria  patients 
should  be  removed  to  hospital  and  the  average  period  of  hospital  treatment 
is  about  five  weeks.  The  interference  with  school  is  therefore  considerable 
and  the  cost  of  treatment  a  heavy  charge  on  the  ratepayers.  It  is  therefore 
desirable  that  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  advantages  of  diphtheria 
immunisation  and  where  practicable  to  offer  to  the  parents  or  guardians  of 
children  of  over  one  year  of  age,  the  necessary  facilities  for  protection. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  parents  the  advantages 
of  preventive  treatment  and  the  fact  that  such  treatment  is  offered  free. 

The  Strood  Rural  District  Council  have  continued  active  propaganda 
programmes  to  make  every  parent  "  immunisation  ”  conscious,  and  every 
Medical  Practitioner,  practising  in  the  Rural  District  is  supplied  with  all  the 
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necessary  material  for  carrying  out  immunisation,  the  Council  defraying  the 
cost  of  treatment  by  the  Doctors.  In  addition  a  clinic  is  held  at  the  Council 
Offices  where  parents  are  urged  to  bring  their  children  for  immunisation. 

Routine  treatment  consists  of  two  injections  of  Diphtheria  Prophylactic, 
given  at  monthly  intervals.  In  all  cases,  Alum  Precipitate  Toxoid  (A.P.T.) 
is  used,  the  two  shot  method  being  preferred;  the  first  dose,  0.3  c.c.,  is  followed 
by  a  final  dose  of  0.5  c.c.  The  Diphtheria  Prophylactic  is  obtained  free  of 
charge  from  the  Emergency  Medical  Services  Laboratories,  and  is  supplied 
free  to  all  Doctors.  The  Schick  test  is  a  simple  skin  test  by  which  suscepti¬ 
bility  to  diphtheria  is  demonstrated.  The  child  with  a  negative  Schick  test, 
generally  speaking,  cannot  contract  diphtheria.  In  this  district,  it  is  taken 
that  all  children  are  susceptible  to  diphtheria  and  so  to  dispense  with 
"anterior”  Schick  test,  "posterior”  Schick  test  (three  months  or  more  after 
the  last  injections)  is  carried  out  in  test  cases. 

"  The  younger  the  child,  the  more  susceptible  he  is  ”  is  the  general  rule 
in  diphtheria.  Unfortunately,  the  less  enlightened  of  the  population  refuse 
to  permit  their  children  to  be  immunised  unless  they  know  cases  of  diphtheria 
are  actually  present  in  their  midst.  The  difficulty  is  to  produce  propaganda 
sufficiently  strong  to  persuade  such  people  ".to  be  wise  in  time  ”  by  having 
an  injection  done  when  the  disease  is  not  prevalent. 

Carriers  are  healthy  persons  who,  although  they  have  not  contracted  the 
disease,  harbour  the  bacilL  in  their  throats  and  are  able  to  disseminate  the 
disease  to  others.  It  has  been  shown  by  some  records,  that  whilst  protecting 
the  children  who  have  been  injected,  the  tendency  of  the  immunisation 
scheme  is  to  increase  rather  than  to  diminish  the  number  of  carriers,  hence, 
though  the  scheme  may  protect  the  school  children,  it  may  yet  increase  the 
danger  to  unprotected  children  of  below  school  age.  The  rapid  fall  in  the 
incidents  of  diphtheria  can  only  be  looked  for  when  both  groups  of  children 
have  been  protected.  The  proportion  of  immunised  children  should  be  main¬ 
tained  at  over  75%. 

In  the  Rural  District,  the  percentage  of  immunised  children  amounts  to 
66%  of  the  total  estimated  child  population. 


Particulars  of  Immunisations  against  Diphtheria  carried  out  during  the  Year  1945 
and  Table  of  Immunisations  carried  out  since  the  inception  of  the  Scheme. 
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Scabies 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  of  scabies  were  notified  and  facih- 
ties  were  provided  for  cleansing :  — 

Number  of  adults  affected  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  children  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  houses  in  which  infections  occurred  ...  13 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  when  the  Civil  Defence  organisation  was 
still  operating,  Scabies  cases  were  treated  at  the  First  Aid  Post  at  Wainscott. 
With  the  termination  of  hostilities  and  the  disbanding  of  the  organisation, 
all  cases  had  to  be  taken  to  a  Cleansing  Centre  operated  by  the  Northfleet 
Urban  District  Council.  Infected  persons  and  bedding  are  transported  to  the 
Cleansing  Centre  by  the  Council  s  Ambulance. 

Small  Pox 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Dislingbury  Hospital  is  available  to  receive  patients  suffering  from  small¬ 
pox.  Accordingly  the  arrangements  for  the  temporary  use  of  Capel  Isolation 
Hospital  are  no  longer  operative. 

In  the  event  of  accommodation  at  Dislingbury  being  required  for  a 
patient  from  the  area,  contact  is  made  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  (Tel.  Maidstone  4321). 

Anti-Malarial  Measures 

I  again  contacted  the  various  Military  Commanders  in  the  area  soliciting 
their  co-operation  in  the  spraying  of  ditches,  pools,  ponds  and  other  stagnant 
water. 

I  have  to  report  that  I  received  every  assistance,  and  the  work  was 
carried  out  by  the  troops  in  the  months  of  April  and  May. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF 
HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 
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KENT  COUNTY  NURSING  ASSOCIATION 

Particulars  of  work  aone  by  the  various  nursing  associations  operating 
in  the  Strood  Rural  District  from  1st  April,  1945,  to  31st  March,  1946. 


Association 

Cases  Nursed 

Total 

Midwifery 

Maternity 

General 

Cases 

Visits 

Cliffe  and 
Cooling 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

1290 

Cobham, 
Luddesdown 
&  Shorne  . . . 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

1383 

Higham . 

21 

4 

83 

108 

2214 

Hoo  . 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

1(>49 

Meopham  and 
Nurstead  . . . 

11 

165 

187 

2842 

Stoke  . 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

Not  known 

2367 

TOTAL  . . . 

32 

15 

248 

295 

11145 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


Cliffe 

British  Legion  Hall 

1st,  3rd,  5  th  Tuesday 

afternoon 

Cobham 

Meadow  Room 

2nd  Sc  4th  Wednesday 

Cuxton 

National  Schoolroom 

2nd  &  4th  Thursday 

5> 

Hailing 

Working  Men’s  Club 

Ist,  3rd,  5th  Friday 

yy 

Harvel 

Village  Hall 

1st  &  3rd  Monday 

yy 

Higham 

Congregational  Schoolroom? 

1st,  3rd,  5th  Monday 

yy 

Hoo 

Five  Bells  Inn 

Every  Wednesday 

yy 

Meopham 

(Voluntary) 

Village  Hall 

1st  &  3rd  Thursday 

yy 

Stoke 

Nags  Head 

2nd  Friday 

yy 

Wainscott 

Working  Men’s  Institute 

Thursday 

yy 

Shorne 

Village  Hall 

1st  Sc  3rd  Wednesday 

y> 

f 
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Midwives 


Hailing  | 

Mrs.  I.  G.  Sheath,  St.  ClemenFs,  Church 

Tel. 

Cuxton  J 

Hill,  Cuxton 

Strood  7503 

Frindsbury 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Ross,  9  Woodstock  Road, 

Tel. 

Extra 

Strood 

Strood  7206 

Parishes  Served  by  District  Midwives  of  Nursing  Associations 

Cliffe  \ 

Miss  A.  L.  Taylor,  5  Irvine  Terrace, 

Tel. 

Cooling  J 

Cliffe-at-Hoo 

Cliffe  23 

Shorne 

Tel. 

Luddesdown 

[  Miss  E.  Backhouse,  6  High  Street,  Cobham 

Cobham  3128 

Cobham  j 

Higham 

Miss  S.McGarvey,  ”  Wyvern,’'  Forge  Lane, 

Tel. 

Mid-Higham 

Shorne  309 

Hoo 

Mrs.  Gibson  (nee  Broad),  M.M.,  6  Alex¬ 

Tel. 

andra  Cottages,  High  Street,  Hoo 

Hoo  66 

Allhallows 

High  Halstow 

Miss  F.  A.  Leaman,  3  Jubilee  Cottages, 

Tel. 

Isle  of  Grain 

>  High  Halstow 

Hoo  52 

Hoo  St.  Mary 

Stoke 

Meopham 

Miss  J.  M.  Collie,  Clements  Reach, 

Tel. 

Meopham 

Meopham  3127 

Minor  Ailment,  Aural,  Child  Guidance,  Dental,  Ophthalmic, 

Orthopaedic  and  Speech  Clinics 
Minor  Ailment  Clinics 


Gravesend,  Windmill  Street 
Denton 

Northfleet,  West  Kent  House, 
Station  Road 

Dartford,  County  Hospital 


Aural  Qinics 

Gravesend,  Gravesend  Hospital 

Dartford,  County  Hospital 


Every  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs¬ 
day  and  Friday,  9-30  a.m. 

Every  Tuesday  &  Friday,  10.30  a.m. 

Health  Visitor  attends  every  morn¬ 
ing  from  9.0  a.m.  to  10.0  a.m.  and 
Medical  Officer  on  2nd  and  4th 
Saturday  morning  in  each  month. 

Health  Visitor  attends  every  morn¬ 
ing  from  9.0  a.m.  to  10.0  a.m.  and 
Medical  Officer  every  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing. 


E.N.T.  Surgeon  attends  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  afternoons  in  the  month 
and  Aural  Nurse  on  1st,  3rd  and  5  th 
Wednesday  mornings. 

E.N.T.  Surgeon  attends  3rd  Wednes¬ 
day  and  4th  Thursday  afternoons  in 
the  month  and  the  Aural  Nurse  on 
the  2nd  and  4th  Monday  afternoons. 
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Child  Guidance  Qinics 

Crayford,  ^oodside  Road,  Bexley- 
heath 

(ii)  Maidstone,  Week  Street,  Con¬ 
gregational  Church 

Dental  Qinics 

Northfleet,  West  Kent  House, 
Station  Road 

Gravesend,  5  Manor  Road 

In  addition  temporary  clinics  are 
field,  Meopham,  Southfleet,  Fawkham, 


Every  Wednesday  afternoon  and  all 
day  Thursday  and  Friday. 

Every  Monday,  Wednesday  and 
Friday,  all  day. 


Every  Monday,  Thursday  and  Friday,, 
all  day. 

Every  day. 

held  at  Stone  Bean,  Hartley,  Long- 
Higham,  Shorne  and  Cobham. 


Ophthalmic  Qinics 

(i)  Northfleet,  West  Kent  House, 
Station  Road 

Dartford,  County  Hospital 

(i)  Gravesend,  School  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Qinics 
^Dartford,  County  Hospital 

Gravesend  Borough 
Speech  Qinic 

(ii)  Dartford,  County  Hospital 


Every  Thursday  afternoon. 

1st,  2nd,  4th  and  5  th  Wednesday  in 
the  month — all  day. 

3rd  Monday  in  the  month — all  day. 
Every  Tuesday  morning. 

Every  Thursday  afternoon. 


1st,  3rd  and  4th  Tuesday  afternoons 
in  the  month. 

Referred  to  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  at 
Gravesend  Hospital,  by  arrangement. 


Every  Tuesday — all  day. 


(i)  It  is  hoped  to  transfer  this  Clinic  to  the  Gravesend  Hospital  in  the 
near  future. 

(ii)  The  Committee  has  acquired  new  premises  at  "  Elmsleigh,”  118 
Maidstone  Road,  Chatham,  and  patients  who  formerly  had  to  attend  these 
clinics  will  attend  at  Chatham. 

*  Children  should  not  be  sent  to  these  clinics  without  previous  appoint¬ 
ments.  Heads  of  school  who  are  seeking  emergency  dental  treatment  for  the 
relief  of  pain  for  any  child  should  telephone  the  Divisional  Education  Officer 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  dental  surgeon  is  in  attendance  at  the  clinic. 
If  a  clinic  is  not  being  held,  the  Divisional  Education  Officer  will  advise  as 
to  the  name  and  address  of  the  nearest  dentist  whose  services  have  been  made 
available  under  the  Committee’s  scheme  for  emergency  dental  treatment. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Clinic  held  at  Council  Offices,  Frindsbury  Hill,  every  Monday,  Wednesday 


and  Friday  at  4  p.m. 

Cobham.  Meadow  Room 

Meopham.  Village  Hall 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  afternoon, 
1st  and  3rd  Thursdays. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries 

13  New  Road,  Rochester 

Gravesend  and  North  Kent  Hospital, 
Gravesend 

Tuesdays,  2  p.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Fridays,  9-30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 
Wednesday,  1  p.m.  to  3  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases 

36  New  Road,  Rochester. 
Phone  Chatham  3343 

MEN. 

Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 
Thursdays,  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

WOMEN. 

Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m.  to  5.30  p.m. 
Thursdays,  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

22  Cobham  Street, 
Gravesend. 

MEN. 

Tuesdays,  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
Thursdays,  4  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Phone  1061 

WOMEN. 

Tuesdays,  1  p.m.  to  2.30  p.m. 
Thursdays,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Hospitals 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Rochester. 
Out-patient  Clinics, 


Mondays 

9.00  a.m. 

Dental 

Mr.  T.  Barnes 

10.30  a.m. 

Orthopaedic  and  Fractures 

Mr.  G.  Taunton 

1.30  p.m. 

Surgical 

Mr.  G.  Townsley 

Mr.  G.  Townsley 

2.00  p.m. 

Medical 

Dr.  F.  A.  Richards 

Tuesdays 

11.30  a.m. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Mr.  A.  W.  G.  Woodforde 

2.00  p.m. 

Medical  and  Skin 

Dr.  G.  O.  S.  Reid 

3.30  p.m. 

Diabetic 

Dr.  I.  Wolpert 

Wednesdays 

10.00  a.m. 

Cardiac 

Dr.  F.  A.  Richards 

1.30  p.m. 

Ophthalmic 

Mr.  W.  E.  Heath 

4.30  p.m. 

Varicose  Veins  and 

Mr.  K.  B.  Glynn 

Haemorrhoids 
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Thursdays 


9.00  a.m. 

Dental 

Mr.  T.  Barnes 

Mr.  G.  Taunton 

10.30  a.m. 

Orthopaedic  and  Fractures 

Mr.  G.  Townsley 

Dr.  A.  Knox 

3.30  p.m. 

Medical 

Dr.  I.  Wolpert 

Fridays 

11.00  a.m. 

Radio-Therapeutic 

Mr.  G.  Townsley 

Mr.  G.  Taunton 

1.30  p.m. 

Surgical 

Dr.  B.  Niall 

3.30  p.m. 

Rheumatism  and  Arthritis 

Dr.  G.  O.  S.  Reid 

Gravesend  and  North  Kent  Hospital. 

Time-table. 

Monday 

11.00  a.m. 

Traumatic  Clinic 

Mr.  M.  Landau 

11.30  a.m. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

Mr.  C.  G.  E.  Plumstead 

Tuesday 

9.30  a.m. 

Dental 

Mr.  F.  T.  Wilkinson 

11.30  a.m. 

Surgical  Out-patients  and 

Varicose  Veins 

Mr.  K.  W.  D.  Hartley 

2.30  p.m. 

Ante-Natal 

Mr.  F.  S.  Horrocks 

3.00  p.m. 

Gynaecological 

Mr.  F.  S.  Horrocks 

Wednesday 

9.30  a.m. 

Fracture  Clinic 

Mr.  M.  Landau 

10.00  a.m. 

CO., 

1.00  p.m. 

K.C.C.  Chest  Clinic 

Dr.  B.  A.  Butterworth 

3.00  p.m. 

Psychiatric  Clinic 

Dr.  S.  W.  Hardwick 

Thursday 

9.00  a.m. 

Ophthalmic 

Mr.  W.  E.  Heath 

10.30  a.m. 

Orthopaedic 

Mr.  J.  S.  Batchelor 

12  noon 

Electro-medical 

Mr.  K.  W.  D.  Hartley 

Friday 

8.30  a.m. 

Dental 

Mr.  A.  L.  Wraight 

9-30  a.m. 

Fracture  Clinic 

Mr.  M.  Landau 

Saturday 

11.00  a.m. 

Medical  Out-patients 

Dr.  J.  Crawford 

p 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Rural  District  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Mid 
Kent  Water  Company,  The  Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Water  Company, 
and  a  private  supply  provided  by  the  Kent  County  Council  for  smallholdings 
and  cottages  on  their  estate  at  Shorne  Ifield. 

The  sufficiency  of  the  supplies  is,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory;  the 
supply  is  constant  and  no  plumbo-solvency  action  is  present.  Water  is  drawn 
from  deep  wells,  the  source  of  supply  being :  — 


In  the  Mid  Kent  area  of  supply — 

In  the  Higham  and  Hundred  of 
Hoo  area  of  supply  — 

Kent  County  Council  Supply  — 


Hailing  and  Aylesford  Pumping 
Stations. 

Bush  Road,  Cuxton,  and  School 
Lane,  Higham. 

Well  at  Shorne  Ifield. 


Waters  supplied  by  the  above  undertakings  are  subject  to  frequent 
examination,  samples  being  collected  by  the  Officers  of  the  Sanitary  Depart¬ 
ment  and  analysis  carried  out  by  the  Kent  County  Council  Bacteriologist  at 
Laboratories,  County  Hall,  Maidstone.  The  scheme  of  such  testing  of  public 
water  supplies  throughout  Kent  was  inaugurated  by  the  County  Bacteriologist 
whose  records  are  such  that  at  any  time  he  can  detect  any  deviation  from  the 
usual  standard  of  the  quality  of  water  supplied  and  advise  the  affected  Local 
Authority  accordingly. 


Table  of  bacteriological  analysis  of  water  supplied  from  the  Mains 
of  Public  Water  Undertakings,  and  private  supply  main. 


Higham  and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Water  Co. 


1  i 

i  No.  of  organisms 

per  cc. 

capable 

of  growth  in 

B.  Coli 

Remarks 

Agar 

at — 

(presumptive) 

37  °C. 

22°C. 

4  January 

0 

0 

Absent  in  100  ccs. 

Good  water 

12  February 

0 

0 

99 

n 

7  March 

0 

0 

yy  1 

11  April 

0 

1 

yy 

yy  1 

3  July 

0 

0 

» 

n 

10  September 

0 

1 

»> 

6  November 

0 

0 

n 

n 

13  December 

0 

0 

yy 
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Mid  Kent  Water  Co. 


4  January 

0 

0 

Absent  in  100  ccs. 

Good  watei 

12  February 

0 

0 

yy 

7  March 

0 

0 

yy 

11  April 

0 

0 

yy 

3  July 

0 

0 

yy 

yy 

10  September 

0 

0 

yy 

yy 

6  November 

0 

0 

yy 

yy 

13  December 

0 

0 

yy 

yy 

Kent  C.C.  Private  Supply,  Shorne  Ifield. 


4  January 

0 

0 

Absent  in  100  ccs. 

Good  water 

12  February 

0 

0 

yy 

yy 

7  March 

0 

0 

yy 

yy 

11  April 

0 

1 

n 

yy 

3  July 

0 

0 

yy 

M 

10  September 

0 

1 

yy 

yy 

6  November 

0 

0 

»  • 

yy 

13  December 

0 

0 

yy 

?> 

Table  of  chemical  analysis  of  water  supplied  from  the  Mains  of 
Public  water  undertakings,  and  private  supply  main. 


Higham  and 

K.C.C. 

Hundred  of 

Mid  Kent 

Private 

Hoo.  Water 
Co. 

Water  Co. 

Supply  at 
Shome  Ifield 

Total  solid  residue 

36.0 

37.0 

62.5 

Chlorine 

2.0 

2.0 

7.0 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0 

0.0 

0.002 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  i  hr 

0.2 

0.4 

0.1 

at  80  °F. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs. 

0.011 

0.008 

0.014 

at  80  °F. 

0.024 

0.014 

0.032 

Nitrites 

' 

■  1  — 

Remarks 

The  water  is 

The  water  is 

The  water  is 

. 

of  excellent 

of  excellent 

of  good 

organic 

quality 

quality 

organic 

quality 

37 


Houses  not  supplied  Irom  public  mains  usually  rely  on  shallow  wells  or 
rainwater  storage  tanks  as  their  means  of  domestic  water  supply.  Wells  are 
usually  in  proximity  to  cultivated  lands  or  other  sources  of  sewage  pollution 
and  frequent  inspection  is  necessary. 

8  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  from  such  wells,  details  of  the 
analysis  being — 


Bacteriological  Analysis 


Source 

No.  of  oj 
per  cc.  C2 
growth 
at 

37  °C. 

rganisms 
ipable  of 
on  Agar 

22X 

B.  coli 

(presumptive) 

Remarks 

Shallow 
well  at 

Burnt 

House, 

Hoo 

1 

400 

Present  in 

80  CCS. 
Absent  in 

70  CCS. 

B.  coli  presumptive 
present.  Further  tests 
showed  that  these 
were  not  typical  B. 
coli.  No  evidence  of 
recent  faecal  contam¬ 
ination. 

Shallow 
well  at 

Clinch 

Street, 

High 

Halstow 

. 

0 

1 

Present  in 

80  CCS. 
Absent  in 

70  CCS. 

B.  coli  presumptive 
present.  Further  tests 
showed  that  these 
were  not  typical  B. 
coli.  No  evidence  of 
recent  faecal  contam¬ 
ination. 

Dip  well  at 
Burnt 

House 

Cottages, 

Hoo 

33 

560 

Present  in 
1/10  cc. 

Further  tests  showed 
the  presence  of  typi¬ 
cal  B.  coli  in  1  cc.  A 
BADLY 

CONTAMINATED 

WATER. 

Shallow 
well  at 

Clinch 

Street, 

High 

Halstow 

0 

57 

Present  in 

100  CCS. 
Absent  in 

90  CCS. 

B.  coli  presumptive 
present.  Further  tests  j 
showed  that  these 
were  not  typical  B. 
coli.  No  evidence  of 
recent  faecal  contam¬ 
ination. 

■ —  ■  -  .  - 

Shallow 
well,  Polly 
Adams 

Corner, 

Hoo 

150 

300 

Present  in 
1/10  cc. 

Further  tests  showed 
that  these  were  not 
typical  B.  coli.  No 
evidence  of  recem 
faecal  contamination. 

38 


Chemical  Analysis 


um^ 


1 

!  Burnt  House 

1  Cottages 

' 

Clinch  Street, 
High  Halstow 

Polly  Adams 
Corner 

Total  solid 

residue 

95.0 

67.0 

114.0 

Chlorine 

8.5 

4.0 

7.1 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0 

0.0 

0.000 

Albuminoid 

Ammonia 

0.0 

0.0 

0.002 

Nitrogen  as 

Nitrates 

0.7 

1.43 

2.0  j 

Oxygen  absorbed 

1 

i  hr.  at  80  “F. 

0.075 

0.017 

0.061 

Oxygen  absorbed 

0.136 

4  hrs.  at  80  °F. 

0.037 

0.150 

Nitrites 

Faint  trace 

Absent 

Trace  i 

j 

Remarks 

Water  is  of  poor 

The  organic  qual- 

The  water  is  of 

organic  quality. 

ity  of  the  water 

fair  organic  qual- 

no  doubt  owing 

is  very  fair.  I  am 

ity,  in  my  opinion 

to  lack  of  proper 

of  the  opinion 

it  may  be  used 

j 

protection  of  the 

that  the  water  is 

for  drinking 

well.  The  sides  of 

suitable  for  use 

purposes.  It  is 

1 

the  well  should 

as  a  drinking 

probable  that  the 

I 

be  rendered  sc 
that  surface  water 
is  at  all  times  ex¬ 
cluded.  In  my 
opinion  the  water 
should  not  be 
used  for  drink¬ 
ing  unless  boiled 
or  treated. 

water. 

cover  has  not! 
lately  been  in  | 
position.  1 

1 

j 

As  a  result  of  the  adverse  report  on  the  water  supply  to  Burnt  House 
Cottages,  Hoo,  action  was  taken  to  close  the  well.  A  service  pipe  was  laid 
from  the  public  water  supply  main  and  each  house  now  enjoys  a  sufficient 
and  satisfactory  supply  of  water  for  domestic  uses. 

The  public  well  at  Church  Street,  High  Halstow,  is  the  only  means  of 
supplying  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  for  five  cottages,  and 
two  farms,  having  a  population  of  24  persons.  This  well  is  subject  to 
seasonal  variations  in  quantities  of  water  available  and  in  summer  months  has. 
been  known  to  dry  up  frequently.  At  the  close  of  the  year  negotiations  we’-e 
in  progress  between  the  owner,  occupiers  of  lands,  the  County  War  Agricul¬ 
tural  Committee  and  the  Council  for  an  extension  to  be  laid  from  the  Higham 
and  Hundred  of  Hoo  Water  Company’s  mains  at  Fenn  to  supply  water  to  all 
cottages  and  farms. 
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A  summary  of  water  supply  in  the  Rural  District  shows :  — 

Estimated  proportion  of  houses  supplied  from  public  mains :  — 

(a)  Direct  into  houses  ...  ...  86% 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  ...  ...  12% 

As  soon  as  the  necessary  labour  and  materials  become  available,  action 
will  be  taken  within  the  provisions  of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  to  have  those 
houses  now  supplied  with  water  through  standpipes,  provided  with  water 
direct  iato  the  houses. 


i 


SEWERAGE 

AND 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 
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Main  sewerage  systems  are  available  in  the  following  parishes :  — 

Hailing,  Hoo,  Allhallows,  and  Isle  of  Grain. 

The  sewerage  system  at  Hailing  was  constructed  in  1912  and  it  is 
estimated  that  almost  every  house  situated  along  the  line  of  such  sewer  is 
connected  therewith. 

The  Hoo  Sewerage  system  was  completed  in  1939,  but  owing  to  the  out¬ 
break  of  war,  works  of  redrainage  of  properties  and  connections  to  the  sewer 
were  curtailed.  This  curtailment  has  resulted  in  the  Council  having  to  empty 
pail  closets  and  cesspools  at  houses  where  adequate  sewerage  facilities  are 
available.  Action  is  now  being  taken  to  have  all  such  properties  redrained 
and  the  closets  converted  into  water  closets.  It  is  hoped  to  have  the  work 
completed  during  1946,  provided  adequate  supplies  of  labour  and  materials 
are  available. 

The  Allhallows  and  Isle  of  Grain  sewerage  systems  are  small  installations, 
the  former  being  constructed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  proposed  build¬ 
ing  Estate  whilst  the  latter  was  transferred  to  the  Council  from  the  War 
Department. 

The  number  of  Sewage  Works  discharging  into  Rivers  and  Streams :  — 

Hailing  Disposal  Works  into  the  River  Medway. 

Hoo  Disposal  Works  into  the  River  Medway. 

Allhallows  Disposal  Works  into  Yantlett  Creek  thence  into  the  River 
Thames. 

Isle  of  Grain  Disposal  Works  into  the  mouth  of  the  River  Medway. 

Future  Schemes 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  a  scheme  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  for  the  Parishes  of  Frindsbury  Extra,  Higham  and  Shorne,  as  pre¬ 
pared  by  their  Consulting  Engineer,  F.  S.  Stanton,  Esq.,  M.I.C.E.  The  scheme 
envisages  the  construction  of  a  sewerage  system  to  serve  the  townships  of 
Frindsbury,  Wainscott,  Upnor  (Upper),  Lower  Higham,  Mid  Higham,  Lower 
Shorne  and  Shorne  Ridgeway,  with  future  extensions  to  cover  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  parishes.  All  sewage  will  be  conveyed  to  the  Disposal  Works 
to  be  constructed  at  Whitewall  Creek,  Upnor,  with  an  outfall  into  the  River 
Medway.  The  cost  of  the  scheme  is  estimated  at  £103,500,  the  Council 
anticipating  a  grant  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1945, 
and  contributions  from  the  Kent  County  Council  towards  such  cost. 

From  a  public  health  standpoint,  the  execution  of  the  above  scheme  will 
be  of  material  benefit  to  the  affected  parishes,  since  by  the  construction  of  the 
sewers,  very  many  cesspools  will  be  abolished  to  the  betterment  of  the  cess¬ 
pool  emptying  service  in  the  remainder  of  the  Rural  District :  sewage  pollu¬ 
tion  of  the  subsoil  will  be  removed  through  abolition  of  "soakaway”  cess¬ 
pools,  thereby  eliminating  the  potential  menace  of  pollution  of  drinking  water 
drawn  from  the  wells  of  the  Higham  Water  Company  at  School  Lane,  Higham; 
many  houses  now  incapable  of  being  effectually  drained,  will  be  able  to  be 
provided  with  new  drains  connected  to  the  sewer :  a  considerable  number  of 
pail  and  privy  closets  will  be  abolished,  and  new  water  closets  constructed  and 
quite  a  number  of  houses  now  relying  on  standpipes  for  their  supply  of 
domestic  water,  will  be  provided  with  a  water  service  inside  each  house. 

Whilst  appreciating  the  desirability  of  providing  adequate  sewerage 
facilities  for  the  parishes  concerned  in  the  above  scheme,  attention  must  be 
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drawn  to  the  lack  of  effective  means  of  disposal  of  foul  drainage  in  the  Parish 
of  Cliffe,  particularly  in  the  older  and  more  congested  part  of  the  village  where 
house  drainage  outfalls  into  cesspools  constructed  only  a  few  feet  from  the 
houses  themselves;  in  the  Parish  of  Stoke  the  provision  of  main  drainage 
would  eliminate  serious  pollution  now  occurring  from  overflowing  cesspools, 
tapped  to  drain  into  the  main  water  course  which  traverses  the  village  of 
Lower  Stoke  and  would  facilitate  the  conversion  of  many  pail  and  privy 
closets  into  water  closets  thereby  relieving  the  Council  of  the  responsibility  of 
emptying :  the  provision  of  sewerage  systems  in  the  Parish  of  Cuxton  would 
encourage  building  development  and  afford  adequate  disposal  of  sewage  which 
now  lies  in  continuous  water  soaked  subsoil  and  in  Meopham  would  safe¬ 
guard  the  water  supply  of  Gravesend  and  district  which  is  drawn  from  wells 
sunk  in  the  valley  along  which  much  of  the  subsoil  drainage  from  Meopham 
percolates. 


Public  Cleansing 

For  some  time  past  the  Council  had  been  dissatisfied  with  the  work  of 
Contractors  engaged  in  the  collection  of  household  refuse  and  the  emptying 
of  cesspools  and  pail  closets.  It  was  decided  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
period  of  contracts,  the  Council  would  carry  out  public  cleansing  by  direct 
labour.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  six  parishes  were  scavenged  by  Con¬ 
tract  labour  but  on  the  1st  July  the  direct  labour  scheme  for  refuse  collections 
came  into  operation  for  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District.  Emptying  of  cess¬ 
pools  by  the  Council,  with  the  elimination  of  contract  labour  came  into 
operation  on  1st  April,  1945. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  whole  of  the  Rural  District  is  now  provided  with  refuse  collection 
services,  weekly  collections  being  carried  out  in  the  parishes  of  Cliffe,  Cob- 
ham,  Cuxton,  Frindsbury  Extra,  Hailing,  Higham,  Hoo,  Luddesdown, 
Meopham  and  Shorne;  fortnightly  collections  are  made  in  the  parishes  of 
Allhallows,  Cooling,  High  Halstow,  Stoke,  Isle  of  Grain  and  St.  Mary  Hoo. 

In  operating  the  scheme,  the  Council  have  stipulated  certain  requirements 
to  be  carried  out  by  householders  :  — 

(a)  bins  for  collection  shall  be  placed  on  or  adjacent  to  the  Public  Highway 

(b)  bins  of  a  size  not  exceeding  20"  x  16"  shall  be  provided  by  owners  of 
property  desirous  of  availing  their  tenants  of  the  benefits  of  the  scheme. 
Owing  to  the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  metal 
ashbins,  the  Council  have  assisted  owners  of  property  by  themselves  pro¬ 
curing  the  bins  and  reselling  to  the  owners  at  cost  price  plus  a  small 
delivery  charge. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  supplies  are  more  plentiful,  the  Council  will  operate 
a  municipal  bin  ownership  system  within  the  provisions  of  Section  75  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  despite  the  limitations  of 
supply,  some  274  new  ashbins  were  supplied  by  the  Council  to  dwelling 
houses,  as  a  result  of  notices  served  on  owners  under  Section  75  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

The  vehicles  engaged  in  the  Refuse  Collection  comprise: —  Two 
”  Dennis  "  Barrier  loading  14  cu.yd.  all  steel  refuse  loaders  each  capable  of 
accommodating  350  bins  at  peak  capacity  seasons  of  the  year,  i.e.,  late  autumn 


45 


and  winter,  in  one  load.  Ihis  type  of  vehicle  is  ideally  suited  for  refuse  col¬ 
lection  in  country  districts,  being  entirely  ”  dustless  ”  and  of  such  capacity 
that  it  can  accommodate  a  full  day’s  collection  of  bins  without  having  to 
make  more  than  one  journey  to  the  refuse  tip.  When  fully  loaded  to  ihe 
maker’s  directions,  each  vehicle  carries  3  tons  12  cwts.  of  refuse,  but  over 
and  above  this  weight,  there  still  remains  ample  margin  for  an  additional 
load  up  to  1  ton  in  weight.  One  ”  Bedford  ”  10  cu.yd.  side  loading  all  steel 
body  refuse  collecting  vehicle  completes  the  establishment,  this  vehicle 
operating  in  the  more  built  up  portions  of  the  Rural  District,  where  refuse 
tips  are  only  short  journeys  from  the  collecting  areas. 

An  open  50  cwt.  lorry,  previously  used  for  collecting  refuse,  has  been 
removed  from  the  strength  and  held  as  a  reserve  vehicle  for  use  in  cases  of 
breakdown  or  maintenance  work  on  the  regular  collecting  vehicles. 

The  refuse  collection  service  is  available  to  approximately  5,000  of  the 
5,241  houses  in  the  Rural  District. 


Refuse  Disposal 

The  central  tipping  site  is  situated  in  a  disused  clay  pit  off  the  Grain 
Road  at  Hoo,  the  Council  leasing  approximately  2  acres  for  the  purpose. 
Tipping  is,  as  far  as  labour  will  allow,  carried  out  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  memorandum  on  controlled  tipping.  ‘T'he 
tip  is  treated  at  regular  intervals  with  proprietary  brands  of  tip  dressing  and 
frequently  dusted  with  Gammexane  Powder  as  a  precaution  against  infestation 
from  crickets,  flies  and  other  insects. 

Over  100  tons  of  assorted  types  of  tip  coverings  have  been  used  during 
the  year  to  seal  up  the  completed  ”  bays  ”  and  assist  in  the  decomposition  of 
the  refuse  tipped  therein. 

In  addition  to  the  Hoo  Refuse  Tip,  another  tip  is  used  at  Hailing.  This 
tip  is  situated  in  a  very  deep  disused  chalk  quarry.  The  maintenance  work 
required  on  this  site  is  negligible  since  the  quarry  is  also  used  by  the  owners 
as  a  depositary  for  factory  waste  with  the  result  that  the  small  quantities  of 
household  refuse  tipped  therein  are  immediately  covered  up  by  the  waste. 


Cesspool  and  Pail  Closet  Collections 

The  Council  have  operated  a  cesspool  emptying  vehicle  by  direct  labour 
since  1st  April,  1945,  and  undertook  the  collection  of  pail  closets,  utilising 
the  same  vehicle,  when  the  contractor’s  agreement  expired  on  30th  June,  1945. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  on  demand  from  owners  or  occupiers  of  houses. 
The  contents  of  the  cesspools  are  disposed  of  by  emptying  into  the  public 
sewerage  systems  where  available,  and  tipping  on  fields  in  positions  well 
removed  from  habitations,  where  sewers  are  not  available. 

The  cost  of  cesspool  emptying  is  a  general  rate  fund  charge,  but  ihe 
Council  have  stipulated  certain  conditions  with  respect  to  the  frequency  of 
emptying  and  their  resolution  of  the  21st  March,  1945,  provides  that : 

”  The  District  Council  for  the  Rural  District  of  Strood  resolve,  pursuant 
”  to  Section  72  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  to  undertake  as  and  from  he 
”  1st  April,  1945,  to  cleanse  any  cesspool  upon  receiving  reasonable  notice 


46 


”  from  the  occupier  of  any  premises  within  the  Rural  District  provided  that 
”  this  obligation  shall  not  extend  to  or  require  the  Council  to  undertake  the 
”  cleansing  of  any  cesspool  more  frequently  than  once  in  any  period  of  three 
"  months,  but  the  Council  may,  if  thought  fit  and  at  the  request  of  the  owner 
”  or  occupier  of  any  premises,  cleanse  any  cesspool  at  more  frequent  intervals 
on  payment  of  such  charge  as  may  be  determined  from  time  to  time.” 

Privy  closets  are  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner  as  cesspools. 

The  vehicle  engaged  in  cesspool  emptying  is  a  “Dennis”  750  gallon 
capacity  cesspool  emptier,  carrying  200  feet  of  4"  diameter  cesspool  hose. 


Pail  Closets 

As  from  1st  July,  1945,  pail  closet  collection  was  instituted  in  the  Parishes 
of  Hoo,  Stoke,  Allhallows  and  Isle  of  Grain  (previously  collected  by  contract). 
The  cesspool  vehicle  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  collection,  through  the  medium 
of  a  night  soil  attachment  affixed  to  the  rear  of  the  vehicle.  The  contents  of 
the  pail  is  deposited  into  the  night  soil  attachment  and  is  immediately  drawn 
up  into  the  tank,  thereby  reducing  smell  nuisance  to  an  absolute  minimum 


Vehicle  Maintenance 

All  vehicles  are  garaged  at  the  Council’s  Depot,  Cliffe  Road,  Cliffe.  A 
full  time  mechanic  is  engaged  in  continuous  vehicle  maintenance  and  it  is  of 
singular  note  that  not  one  day  has  been  lost  in  refuse  collection  since  the 
complete  direct  labour  scheme  was  inaugurated.  All  vehicles  are  subject  to 
a  maintenance  overhaul  every  3  months  and  a  complete  stripdown  and  over¬ 
haul  every  12  months. 

The  employment  of  a  mechanic  has  proved  of  inestimable  value  to  keep¬ 
ing  the  service  running  at  a  high  degree  of  efficiency. 


Table  of  work  carried  out  by  cleansing  services  during  the  period 

1st  JULY,  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1945. 
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General 

The  general  condition  of  housing  accommodation  has  deteriorated  during 
the  year,  principally  due  to  the  return  to  the  district  of  demobilised  service¬ 
men  and  war  workers  who  are  returning  from  areas  where  they  were  trans¬ 
ferred  during  the  war. 

A  study  of  the  following  table  will  forcibly  show  the  acute  position  of 
housing  and  the  need  for  a  very  ambitious  housing  programme  to  provide 
”  one  house  for  one  family  ’  ;  — 
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Whilst  appreciating  the  great  difficulties  which  confront  the  Council  in 
carrying  out  their  approved  two  year  housing  programme,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  before  any  additional  programmes  are  considered,  a  complete  fact 
finding  ”  survey  should  be  made  throughout  the  Rural  District.  This  survey 
should  concentrate  on  gathering  information  relating  to : 

(a)  the  number  of  houses  of  all  types  in  the  Rural  District. 

(b)  the  number  of  family  units  residing  in  such  houses. 

(c)  the  degree  of  overcrowding  existing  throughout  the  district. 

Based  on  the  results  of  the  survey,  the  Council  would  be  in  a  position  to 
consider  a  building  programme  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  provide  for  housing 
requirements  over  a  period  of  from  five  to  ten  years;  such  a  programme  would 
be  of  immeasurable  value  in  guiding  the  Council  as  to  land  purchases,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  view  of  the  new  trend  of  Town  Planning  Development  on  -he 
basis  of  ”  neighbourhood  ”  units. 

A  survey  is  now  in  progress,  the  object  being  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
houses  which  are  so  defective  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
repairable  at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  types  of  houses  being  surveyed  are  those 
which  are  so  defective  that  their  demolition  and  the  rehousing  of  displaced 
families  is  imperative  within  the  period  of  the  next  five  years.  The  survey 
has  already  been  completed  in  the  Parishes  of  Allhallows,  Cliffe,  Cooling,^ 
Frindsbury  Extra,  Higham,  High  Halstow,  Hoo,  Isle  of  Grain,  St.  Mary  Hoo, 
Shorne  and  Stoke;  it  has  been  found  that  303  houses  in  the^e  parishes  are  in 
such  a  state  of  disrepair  as  to  warrant  proceedings  for  demolition. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  erection  of  new  houses  to  accommodate  those 
persons  who  have  no  separate  home  of  their  own,  is  proceeding  at  a  very  slow 
pace,  it  is  feared  that  any  programmes  for  erection  of  new  houses  to  replace 
those  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  will  be  very  much  retarded. 
Interruption  of  slum  clearance  by  war  conditions  has  resulted  in  many  houses 
which  should  have  been  demolished  years  ago  continuing  to  be  occupied  by 
families  and  I  fear  that  unless  substantial  measures  be  taken  in  the  near  future 
to  have  these  houses  demolished,  a  grave  menace  to  public  health  will  arise. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  remarks  it  appears  impossible  for  new  house 
construction  to  rehouse  persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses,  to  be  carried  out 
for  some  considerable  time.  To  safeguard  the  health  of  the  families  who  are 
forced  to  continue  to  live  in  these  unfit  houses,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  direct 
action  must  be  taken  by  Local  Authorities  to  take  over  and  carry  out  major 
repairs  to  such  houses,  sufficient  at  least  to  make  them  habitable  for  at  least 
another  five  to  ten  years. 

These  observations  are  based  on  the  following  factors :  —  This  type  of 
house  has  now  become  a  liability  to  the  owner  and  it  can  confidently  be 
stated  that,  should  it  be  possible  for  proceedings  for  demolition  to  be  insti¬ 
tuted,  very  little,  if  any  opposition  v/ould  be  forthcoming  from  the  owners. 
Further,  the  houses  falling  within  this  category  are  let  at  such  low  rentals  that 
it  is  impossible  for  owners  to  expend  large  sums  of  money  on  major  repair 
schemes,  especially  with  increased  building  costs.  It  is  therefore  essential  that 
steps  be  taken  to  improve  the  standard  of  accommodation  in  the  unfit  houses 
and  that  where  local  authorities  proceed  on  the  lines  suggested  the  supply  of 
labour  and  materials  be  allocated  on  the  same  priority  as  with  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  new  houses. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  towards  the  end  of  1945,  the  situation  of 
property  repairs  in  general  was  easing  slightly,  labour  and  materials  becoming 
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a  little  more  plentiful,  but  still  remaining  far  short  of  demands.  This  sho**t- 
age  is  resulting  in  exploitation  by  a  few  unscrupulous  property  owners  by 
their  ignoring  requests  from  their  tenants  to  have  essential  works  of  repair 
carried  out,  such  conditions  existing  until  complaint  is  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  when  necessary  action  is  taken  to  enforce  the  execution 
of  repair. 

The  lack  of  labour  and  materials  is  having  serious  detrimental  effects  on 
the  general  maintenance  repair  of  houses  which  have  suffered  the  depredations 
of  the  weather,  etc.,  during  six  years  of  war  and  unless  a  larger  quantity  of 
materials  and  labour  is  released  for  general  repairs,  what  now  may  be  a  minor 
defect,  will,  if  not  attended  to,  develop  into  a  major  work  of  repair. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  1070 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  1798 

(2)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  351 

(  3 )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  303 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  liouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for 
human  habitation  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
formal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  569 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year, 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  ...  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  26 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  ...  ...  — 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


AirW  A  V /■ 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 

The  general  standard  of  milk  production  in  this  district  has  been  main¬ 
tained  at  a  high  level  and  the  producers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  efforts 
to  produce  milk  of  good  quality  and  cleanliness. 

It  was  necessary  in  six  cases,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  milk  producers 
to  the  dirty  state  of  milk  coolers,  milking  sheds  and  approach  roads.  In  all 
instances  immediate  action  was  taken  to  conform  with  the  Inspectors’  re¬ 
quirements. 

Several  complaints  were  received  from  householders  to  the  effect  that 
milk  delivered  in  the  morning  was  sour  by  lunch  time  and  on  investigation 
it  was  found  that  the  milk  affected  was  "  accommodation  milk  ”  supplied  from 
outside  sources.  The  principal  source  of  supply  of  this  milk  is  from  Devon 
and  Somerset  Farms  and  souring  was  due  to  the  age  of  the  milk  when  it  was 
delivered  to  consumers  in  the  Rural  District.  Unfortunately  it  is  impossible 
to  control  accommodation  milk  since  it  is  supplied  from  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  Milk  Pool  and  purveyors  in  the  district,  requiring  implementation  of 
their  home  produced  milk  to  meet  consumers  demands,  have  to  rely  on  rhis 
milk. 


In  several  instances  it  was  found  that  the  milk  was  being  delivered  to 
the  purveyors  in  dirty  churns  and  necessary  information  was  passed  on  to  the 
Principal  of  the  Milk  Testing  Advisory  Committee  for  the  South  Western 
Region  for  his  appropriate  action. 

During  the  year,  193  visits  were  paid  to  cowsheds  and  dairies. 
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TABLE  1. 


Milk  Sampling 


DESIGNATED 

1 

MILK 

ORDIN¬ 

ARY 

MILK 

1 

1 

HEAT 

TREAT 

ED 

NUMBER  OF  SAMPLES 
TAKEN  DURING  THE 
YEAR  . 

Tuber¬ 

culin 

tested 

!  Accred¬ 
ited 

i 

i  Total 

i 

33 

17 

50 

17 

2 

(a)(i)  Number  of  samples 
of  designated  milk  found 
on  examination  to  con¬ 
form  with  the  Standards 
prescribed  in  the  Milk 
( Special  Designations ) 
Orders  . 

22 

10 

30 

(ii)  Number  of  samples  of 
designated  milk  found  on 
examination  to  have  failed 
to  conform  with  the 
Standards  prescribed 

11 

7 

18 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  samples  of  ordinary  milk  found  . 

on  examination  to  have  been  produced  in  a  cleanly  ; 
manner  .  . .  !  13  i 

(ii)  Number  of  samples  of  ordinary  milk  found  ; 

on  examination  to  have  been  produced  in  a  dirty 
manner  .  4 

! 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  above  samples  of  ordinary  milk  i 

examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  infection  and  found  i 

on  examination  to  yield  negative  results .  8 

I 

(ii)  Number  of  above  samples  of  ordinary  milk 
examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  infection  and  found 
on  examination  to  yield  positive  results .  — 


(d)  Number  of  samples  of  heat  treated  milk  found  on  | 
examination  to  have  been  efficiently  pasteurised .  ' _ 2 

NOTE :  — One  sample  of  ordinary  milk  and  one  sample  of  pasteurised 
milk  were  taken  following  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Haemolytic 
Streptococci  were  no:  isolated  in  either  sample. 
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TABLE  2. 


Analysis  of  Milk  Registrations  in  Rural  District  at 

31st  December,  1945 


DESIGNATED  MILK 

ordinary! 

MILK 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Accredited 

Total 

Wholesale  Producers  ... 

7 

3 

10 

Producers/Retailers  . . . 

— 

3 

3 

Retailers  . 

— 

— 

— 

Wholesale  Producers  ... 

•  ••  •• 

•  •  •  •  .  . 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

13 

Producer/Retailers 

. 

.  .  *  ... 

13 

Retailers  only  . 

. 

. 

. 

6 

Retailers  only  from  outside  Rural  District . 

. 

1 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 


This  act  is  administered  by  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of 
the  Kent  County  Council.  The  office  of  the  Inspector  whose  area  includes 
the  Strood  Rural  District  is  F.  A.  Merrifield,  Esq.,  Dartford  Division',  Kent 
Road,  Dartford,  from  whom  the  following  return  of  samples  taken  during 
the  year  1945,  has  been  received  :  — 


Sample 


Purchases 


Arrowroot 
Butter  ... 

Baking  Powder 
Camphorated  Oil 
Cinnamon 
Coffee  ... 

Crushed  Oats  ... 
Condensed  Milk 
Crab  Paste 
Cordials 
Custard  Powder 
Cocoa  ... 
Flavours,  Colours 
Flours  ... 

Gin 


2 

6 

1 

3 

4 

o 

D 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

12 

6 

6 
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Sample 

Honey 
Jams  ... 

Lemon  Cheese 
Lard 

Margerine 

Milk  . 

Mixed  Spice  ... 
Malt  Vinegar  ... 
Meat  Paste 
Macaroni 
Mixed  Vegetables 
Oatmeal 

Pork  Sausages  . . . 
Piccalilli 
Preserved  Peas 
Pepper 

Preserved  Beans 
Pearl  Barley  . . . 
Raspberry  Jam 
Raisins 
Rum  ... 

Semolina 
Semolina  Mix  . . . 
Whisky 


Purchases 


1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

36 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 
1 

4 
4 
1 
4 
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Unsound  Food 


The  following  items  of  foodstuffs  were  examined,  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  condemned  and  destroyed. 


Commodity 


W  eight 


Preserves 

14  lbs. 

Cheese 

16^  lbs. 

Cocoa 

8^  lbs. 

Dried  Prunes 

42  lbs. 

Dried  Figs 

59i  lbs. 

Butter 

6  lbs. 

Shellfish 

4  bushels 

Canned  Milk 

60  cans 

Canned  Plums 

23  cans 

Canned  Meat 

6  cans 

Canned  Fish 

6  cans 

Canned  Beans 

3  cans 

Fresh  Meat 

8  lbs. 

Bacon 

33 i  lbs. 

Reasons  for  condemnation 

Damaged  by  glass  breakages 

Mouldy 

Contaminated 

Mouldy 

Mouldy 

Rancid 

Putrified 

Damaged  and  blown 

Blown 

Damaged 

Damaged 

Damaged 

Bone  taint 

Fly  blown 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 

BY  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS’ 
DEPARTMENT 


4 


K 
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Summary  of  Inspections  and  Visits 


Dwelling  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  750 

Dwelling  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  320 

Re-inspections  after  service  of  notices  and  visits  to  supervise  works  in 

progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2149 

Inspections  and  visits  re  requisitioning  of  empty  houses  ...  ...  48 

Visits  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Visits  to  Council  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Investigations  of  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Investigations  of  verminous  premises  and  persons  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Inspection  of  Tents,  Van  Sheds,  Temporary  Dwellings  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Factories,  Bakehouses,  Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Inspection  of  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Visits  re  water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Inspection  of  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Interviews  with  owners,  agents  and  builders  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 
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Survey  of  area  regarding  organisation  of  new  refuse  collection 

system  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 100  houses 


Summary  of  Repairs  effected  to  Dwelling  Houses  through 
action  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 


Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings. 

Houses  re-drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Drains  unstopped  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

New  ventilated  soil  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  ventshafts  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  abolished  and  replaced  by  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Nev/  W.C.  apartments  budt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

W.C.’s  provided  with  pedestals  and  traps  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Flushing  apparatus  and  water  supply  provided  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  10 

W.C.  fittings  repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Trapped  wastepipes  fixed  ...  ...  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

New  lavatory  basins  and  baths  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dangerous  cesspools  filled  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  inspection  chambers  and  covers  renewed  ...  ...  ...  21 

Water  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Smoke  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Colour  tests  applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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Miscellaneous. 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Parts  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Back-to-back  houses  converted  to  through  ventilated  dwellings  ...  — 

Obstructive  buildings  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Housing  Repairs. 

Dangerous  walls  re-constructed  and  underpinned  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  supply  laid  on  in  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  of  brickwork  repaired  ...  ...  23 

Guttering  or  downpipes  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Damp  wall  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Yards  repaved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Yard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

New  wash-houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  33 

Defective  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Dirty  walls  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dirty  ceilings  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defective  stoves  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defective  windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Lighting  of  rooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ventilation  to  rooms  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Handrails  provided  to  staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  staircases  and  treads  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ventilated  food  stores  provided  or  improved  .. .  ...  ...  ...  3 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Steam  outlets  provided  in  scullery  wash-houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  272 

Instances  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Verminous  rooms  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisances  from  manure  and  refuse  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dairies  re-constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Sewage  purification  plant  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  sanitary  pails  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 


